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ABOUT FPI



OUTREACH AND ENGAGEMENT

 The FPI team attends approximately 45-50 national and regional 
conferences and events on an annual basis. Other networking meetings 
are routinely a part of team travel, including member site visits and 
national sales meetings.
 We are here to serve as the voice of the industry to our member 

companies as well!

THE VOICE OF FOODSERVICE PACKAGING



OUTREACH AND ENGAGEMENT

 The FPI team engages with dozens of other associations, non-profits 
and allied groups that touch the foodservice packaging industry in some 
way. The level to which we engage and the methods we use vary 
depending on the group and the subject matter.

 These touchpoints span from basic communications alignment, 
technical or research related to policy and recovery work.

 Our allies offer the association and thereby the industry greater 
bandwidth representation and often a louder voice sharing our 
message.

THE VOICE OF FOODSERVICE PACKAGING



PEERS & PARTNERS SNAPSHOT
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IT FEELS MORE INFLUENTIAL THAN EVER

GLOBAL ECONOMY

 Economic and geopolitical uncertainty abound
 Tariffs/international trade issues
 Conflicts
 General economic unease



THE 2025 TRENDS REPORT, BROUGHT TO 
YOU BY THE LETTER “C”

 Challenges
 Economic, geopolitical, macro and micro

 Confusion
 Regulation and implementation of EPR

 Consolidation
 Mergers & acquisitions
 Skus

 Customization, convenience and, of course, cost



WHAT ARE THE MOST IMPORTANT 
CHARACTERISTICS OF FOODSERVICE 
PACKAGING ITEMS?

Source: FPI’s 2021-2025 State of the Industry Survey

2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
• Cost
• Performance
• Appearance

• Cost
• Performance
• Recyclable

• Cost 
• Compostable
• Recyclable
• Recycled-

content
• Performance

• Cost
• Performance
• Recyclable

• Cost
• Performance
• Recyclable



HOW DO YOU EXPECT THIS YEAR TO BE 
COMPARED TO THE PREVIOUS YEAR…

• In terms of volume:

• In terms of profit:

2023 2024 2025
50% better
27% worse

23% the same

57% better
10% worse

33% the same

47% better
35% worse

18% the same

2023 2024 2025
38% better
29% worse

32% the same

35% better
23% worse

42% the same

18% better
39% worse

43% the same



TOP MARKET SEGMENTS THAT WILL SEE GROWTH 
IN THE NEXT 5 YEARS?

2023 2024 2025

1) Fast Casual
1) Supermarket/Grocery
3) Chain QSR
3) C-store
5) Independent QSR

1) Chain QSR
1) C-store
1) Fast Casual
4) Supermarket/Grocery
5) Hospitals

1) Fast Casual
2) C-store
2) Supermarket/Grocery
4) Chain QSR
5) Nursing Homes



FPI CONSUMER PERCEPTIONS SURVEY & REPORT
  conducted in 2019, 2021 and 2025

CONSUMER PERCEPTIONS



FOODSERVICE INDUSTRY PERCEPTIONS

CONSUMER PERCEPTIONS

 Consumer sentiments
 Economics
 Generation Z restaurants are the first thing to cut
 At home and away from home food shifts



2025 IS ALMOST OVER, ARE WE GOING TO DOUBLE DOWN OR DO 
AWAY WITH (VOLUNTARY) COMMITMENTS OF THE PAST?

 Recyclable or compostable
 Recycled content 
 Reusable (transportation BOH v. FOH/consumer)

ADDITIONAL FACTORS: 
 What was visionary or voluntary has now been captured by legislators and 

regulators and made mandatory
 Pacts or alliances still influential (global landscape and here in North 

America)

BRAND COMMITMENTS



P O L I C Y



2025 POLICY ACTIVITY

• Federal plastics agenda shifting pending 
court appeal and economic pressures

• Canadian Competition Bureau released 
its final environment claims guidelines

• Provincial extended producer 
responsibility program introduction, 
evolution, expansion and harmonization 
efforts continue

• Ontario Blue Box Regulation amendments 
finalized

CANADA
• Federal Make America Healthy Again 

(MAHA) initiative has FSP implications, 
including influencing state-level policies

• Longer state legislative sessions created 
greater opportunities for EPR proposals to 
advance

• Implementation of EPR has begun

• Uncertainty remains in California 
regarding EPR, environmental claims and 
compostability labeling

UNITED STATES

REMINDER: 
Legislative and regulatory definitions of “plastics” continue to go beyond plastics-only items



2025 
PROVINCIAL 
ACTIVITY

Source: https://midwesternnewspapers.com/ontario-government-proposes-changes-to-blue-box-program 

Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR)
LEGEND

Full EPR Program

New EPR Program

Transition to Full EPR

Considering EPR

Highlights
• ON: Amendments to the Blue Box Regulations
• QC: Transition and expansion in 2025
• AB: Operational as of April 1, 2025
• YT: November 1, 2025
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HIGHLIGHTS of
AMENDED ONTARIO BLUE BOX 

REGULATIONS 

TARGETS

• Keep current recovery targets for paper, glass, metal, and rigid 
plastic; delay increases until 2032.

• Producers must make “best efforts” to meet targets in 2026–2027; 
enforcement starts in 2028.

• Allow up to 15% of obligations to be met through energy recovery 
from residuals, under limited conditions.

SCOPE

• Postpone collection from multi-residential buildings, schools, and 
specified care homes.

• Remove requirement for public-space collection expansion.



~230 proposed 
pieces of legislation 
that could impact FSP 
in 31 states

2025 STATE 
LEGISLATIVE 
LANDSCAPE

As of October 2025



2025 STATE 
ACTIVITY

POLICY AREAS

Examples include:
- Product bans / 

restrictions / 
mandates

- Procurement
- Upon Request

Examples include:
- Product bans / 

restrictions / 
mandates

- Procurement
- Upon Request

Examples include:
- Product bans / 

restrictions / 
mandates

- Procurement
- Upon Request

Chemicals/PFAS
17%

EPR
21%

Labeling
5%Municipal 

Authority
7%

Polystyrene
9%

Other FSP
35%

Recovery 
4%

Recycled 
Content

4%

Examples include:
- Product bans / 

restrictions / 
mandates

- Procurement
- Upon Request



LEGISLATIVE ENGAGEMENT REGULATORY ENGAGEMENT

2025 FPI ENGAGEMENT

• Oregon: Program and producer 
payments began July 1, 2025

• California: SB 54 Rulemaking
• Maine: Stewardship Program Readily 

Recyclables List
• Colorado: Program Plan and Eco-

modulation (fee bonuses)



2025 VETOED

• Montana – Polystyrene (HB 477)
• Nevada – Polystyrene (AB 244)
• California – PFAS (SB 682)



2025 PASSED
EPR Programs

• Maryland (SB 901)
• Washington (SB 5284)
• Maine – EPR Reform (LD 1423)

EPR Needs Assessments

• Hawaii (HB 750) 
• Rhode Island (HB 6207)



STATE
ACTIVITY:

EPR



ROAD 
AHEAD

CANADA
 Federal plastics agenda remains dependent on court 

appeal and government priorities
 Continued provincial EPR introduction, 

implementation, harmonization and evolution

UNITED STATES
 States to watch in 2025: New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 

Massachusetts, Michigan 
 Carryover of 2025 proposals to 2026 in many states
 State budget deficits and the Federal MAHA initiative 

may have impacts in 2026
 Significant ongoing regulatory activity



CALIFORNIA SPOTLIGHT

• SB 343 sets the criteria for recyclability 
labeling. 
o Effective date is October 4, 2026.

• Additionally, under SB 54, all plastic covered 
material achieves the following recycling 
rates:
o Not less than 30 percent of covered 

material on and after January 1, 2028.
o Not less than 40 percent of covered 

material on and after January 1, 2030.
o Not less than 65 percent of covered 

material on and after January 1, 2032.

Recyclable
• AB 1201 sets the criteria for compostability 

labeling.
• AB 1201 includes the requirement to meet 

the USDA National Organic Program 
standards.
o CalRecycle extended AB 1201 

compliance deadline to June 30, 2027.

Compostable

As of January 1, 2032, SB 54 mandates that all packaging and food service ware 
must be recyclable in the state or eligible for being labeled as “compostable”.

Pending SB 54 regulations also have implications 
for what may be considered recyclable and/or 
compostable.



R E C O V E R Y



Foam 
Recycling 
Coalition 

(FRC)

Paper Cup 
Alliance

(PCA)

Plastics 
Recovery 

Group (PRG)

Paper 
Recovery 
Alliance

(PRA)

FPI SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS



CURRENT PRA & PRG MEMBERS



FOUNDATIONAL WORK



PRA/PRG/PCA: GOALS



WHY IS IT IMPORTANT?



PRA/PRG/PCA STRATEGY



IMPACT OF PRA, PRG & PCA



PRA/PRG COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP REACH



FOCUS: EPR STATES 

 Dialogues with CalRecycle, CAA
 Focus on creating on-ramps for FSP to keep products in the 

marketplace and supporting demand-pull from the end 
markets



DRIVING ACCESS & RECOVERY NATIONWIDE



RECENT ACTIVITIES

• CAA presentation at the meeting on Wednesday
• SoCal meetings in LA and San Diego

– CalRecycle, Municipalities, CAA, MRFs, Brokers

• ReMA inbound spec approval
• CA website refresh
• Webinar series



WEBINAR SERIES

 Open to all!
 Compostable Packaging – January
 Recycling Access & Participation – August
 Webinar #3 – Late November/Early December

Follow our YouTube channel!



CURRENT FRC MEMBERS





HOW TO GET INVOLVED

 Spring 2026 Meetings:
 Omni Tucson, Tucson, AZ

 PRA, PRG & PCA Spring 2026 Meeting
• April 29th, 2026 – Half day

 FRC 2026 Meeting
 April 30th, 2026



W H A T ’ S  N E X T …



Member input and engagement remains critical to our 
efforts
Get involved!
 Participate in FPI’s surveys

 January: State of the Industry
 September: Trends

 Join FPI’s Recovery Groups
 Participate in FPI’s Government Relations Committee
 Tell your coworkers: Member 101 webinar early Q1 2026
 Be sure that you are on our mailing lists
 Reach out anytime with feedback, questions and 

opportunities for FPI

PREPARING FOR 2026

2026 IS AROUND THE CORNER … WE NEED YOU!



CONTACT  
INFORMATION
Natha Dempsey ndempsey@fpi.org 
Ashley Elzinga aelzinga@fpi.org 
Jennifer Goldman jgoldman@fpi.org 
Carol Patterson cpatterson@fpi.org 

www.fpi.org 

mailto:ndempsey@fpi.org
mailto:aelzinga@fpi.org
mailto:jgoldman@fpi.org
mailto:cpatterson@fpi.org
http://www.fpi.org/
https://www.facebook.com/FoodservicePackagingInstitute/
https://www.instagram.com/fpihq/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9VBt9J75Ed_-AnB0RscPbA
https://www.linkedin.com/company/foodservice-packaging-institute?trk=tyah
https://fpiblog.org/
https://twitter.com/fpihq
https://twitter.com/fpihq
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