


We Speak for the Compost
Our Mission
The US Composting Council 
advances compost 
manufacturing, compost 
utilization, and organics recycling 
to benefit our members, society, 
and the environment.

Our Vision
We believe compost 
manufacturing and compost 
utilization are central to creating 
healthy soils, clean air and water, 
a stable climate, and a 
sustainable society.



Who Do We Represent?



Messaging

Persuasion

The Benefits of Compost
Compost is Purple: Advocacy

Defensive

PFAS

Compost Claims/Definition/Use of the 
word “Composting”

Educational

Seal of Testing Assurance
Victory Gardens (Covid)
Contamination (Advocacy)

Branding

Media Relations



Persuasion. Benefits of Compost



Persuasion. Call to Action: Compost Action Center



Persuasion. Compost is Purple: Advocacy



Playing defense. Compost Claims



Playing defense. Compost Claims

https://www.instagram.com/compostingcouncil/reel/DAtTQoGuias/


Playing Defense: PFAS



Playing Defense: PFAS

Test by homeowner
● Showed .68 PFOS and .39 

PFOAS similar to soil 
background levels in tests 
done in New England

Uncertainty about test and cross-
contamination



Playing Defense: PFAS

https://www.instagram.com/reel/DAB_EGrPgZT/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==


Playing Defense: PFAS



Education. STA (Seal of Testing Assurance)

STA Certified Compost: The Carfax of Compost
The Nutrition Label for Your Plants

The 3 Cs: Clarity. Consistency. Confidence.



Education. Victory Gardens
During COVID-19-Sell out!



Education: CONTAMINATION



Education: CONTAMINATION



Key Labeling Principles:

*3rd Party Certification based on ASTM
*Encourage Field Testing as well as Lab 
Testing
*Green/Beige colors/striping depending 
on product
**Education and enforcement
- no greenwashing allowed

Education: CONTAMINATION: Look Alike Products, Labeling 
and EPR

California, Colorado, Washington, 
Minnesota, Maryland



California, Colorado, Oregon, MaineEducation: CONTAMINATION
Extended Producer Responsibility

Keys: 

Needs Assessment

Seat on Producer Advisory 
Committee or PRO

Composting as a recipient of 
funding

Eco-modulation- higher fees 
for less 
recyclability/compostability

 



Defense-Media Relations:                                 The Word 
COMPOST



mailto:lnorriswaldt@compostingcouncil.org
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