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About John Dunham & Associates
John Dunham & Associates (JDA) is an economic
research firm specializing in policy economics. With
over two decades of proven success, we have
conducted hundreds of economic impact studies for a
wide range of industries and companies.
Our studies provide accurate accounting of industry
employment, wages, and economic activity, and can
help industry groups respond to policy proposals by
providing analysis, as well as craft messaging to
support lobbying and communications efforts.

The Importance of Economic Analysis
There are two sides to any issue, the
data provided by economic impact
analysis help:
• Oppose regulations that can cripple an industry
• Counter tax increases that hamper growth
• Propose new solutions that benefit all parties

The Foodservice Packaging
2021 Economic Impact Study
The Foodservice Packaging Institute commissioned
John Dunham & Associates (JDA) to conduct an
economic impact study, the goals of which were to:
• Measure the size, in terms of employment, wages, and
total output, of the foodservice packaging industry across
the United States
• Estimate the tax revenues generated by the industry, both
at federal and state levels
• Establish the importance of the industry, not only to
member firms, but the economy and country as a whole
• Demonstrate the value of the industry so that FPI can help
policy makers make informed decisions

Methodology
Producing the 2021 Foodservice Packaging Industry
Economic Impact Report involved the following steps:
•
•
•
•

Defining the industry
Gathering data
Economic modeling
Creating outputs
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Definition
The Foodservice Packaging Economic
Impact Model documents the number of
employees and firms producing a wide
range of disposable foodservice packaging
products including: food containers, boxes,
trays, dishes, plates, cups, wraps, bags,
cutlery, drinking straws, lids, and napkins.
The model documents how the industry
creates direct economic impacts, as well as
economic activity and tax revenues across
544 total economic sectors through supplier
and induced effects.

Data Collection
Data comes from all available sources:
• List of Food Service Packaging Institute
members
• Data Axle, a commercial database
• Various government data sources

Data Collection
All Records are verified by
John Dunham & Associates:
• Records are manually
searched for using search
engines
• All business, location, and
relevant technical
information is cataloged
• Firms not meeting the
industry definition are
removed

Economic Modeling
JDA utilizes IMPLAN, an Input-Output
Model:
• Measures industry impact across the
broad economy usually in terms of
employment, output, wages and taxes
How it works:
• Historical Use and Make Matrices
• Define linkages between suppliers and
producers
• “Shock” a static system and see how it
rebalances
What it measures:
• How large is an industry, a company or
an economy
• How are other firms and geographies
impacted by a specific project or policy
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Direct output or economic
contribution of the Foodservice
Packaging Products Industry
Effect of Direct Spending
on regional supplier firms
and their employees
Economic Effect
induced by re-spending
by industry and supplier
employees

What Did We Find?
Direct
Supplier
Induced
Total
Federal Taxes
State & Local Taxes
Total Taxes

Jobs
74,830
137,938
136,041
348,809

Wages
$6,070,210,600
$10,670,285,700
$7,904,729,000
$24,645,225,300

Economic Output
$34,726,521,300
$43,272,849,400
$25,139,109,500
$103,138,480,200
$3,290,241,600
$5,173,630,800
$8,463,872,400

The foodservice packaging industry is directly responsible for
nearly 75,000 jobs, accounting for approximately $6.1 billion in
wages and over $34.7 billion in economic output. This is larger
than nearly 2/3 of the industries measured by IMPLAN, such as
brewing, veterinary services, or book publishing.
Accounting for the supplier and induced effects of the industry,
we calculate that the industry is responsible for 348,000 jobs and
nearly $103.1 billion in economic activity.

A Look At Direct Impact
Direct industries are aggregated based on the material they use:
Paper/Pulp
Plastic
Multimaterial
Aluminum
Wood

Jobs
31,521
30,846
9,738
2,478
247

Job numbers and
facility counts are also
available based on
products produced.
Counts reflect not only
manufacturing facilities
but also sales offices and
corporate locations.
*Facility counts do not sum to total because some
facilities produce multiple products

Wages
$2,887,049,000
$2,099,896,700
$844,895,200
$225,182,100
$13,187,600

Plastic
Paper
Paper Bags/Coated and Treated Paper
Napkins
Straw Plastic
Polystyrene foam
Aluminum Foil
Aluminum Containers
Straw Paper
Molded Pulp
Wood
Total*

Economic Output
$18,534,833,500
$9,818,596,700
$4,856,444,000
$1,472,267,700
$44,379,400
Jobs
26,976
23,151
9,737
6,904
1,999
1,871
1,298
1,181
903
564
245
74,829

Facilities
591
733
454
114
202
188
139
76
28
119
19
1216

The Wider Impacts of the Foodservice
Packaging Industry
Supplier Impact
Agriculture
Mining
Construction
Manufacturing
Transportation and Communication
Wholesaling
Retailing
Finance, Insurance and Real Estate
Travel and Entertainment
Business and Personal Services
Government
Other
Total

Jobs
7,204
1,801
1,384
35,518
17,634
15,779
2,215
10,528
6,205
38,006
1,664
0
137,938

Wages
$337,332,800
$141,259,500
$93,985,600
$3,207,624,800
$1,528,943,100
$1,468,826,200
$97,636,800
$678,701,900
$212,955,200
$2,734,003,100
$169,016,700
$0
$10,670,285,700

Output
$667,217,200
$948,564,900
$302,269,200
$22,028,245,500
$5,512,319,200
$4,853,604,000
$270,401,600
$2,829,816,500
$503,598,800
$4,915,414,200
$441,398,300
$0
$43,272,849,400

Supplying firms include those providing raw materials
for foodservice packaging production, as well as those
providing more general services to the industry.

The Wider Impacts of the Foodservice
Packaging Industry
Induced Impact
Agriculture
Mining
Construction
Manufacturing
Transportation and Communication
Wholesaling
Retailing
Finance, Insurance and Real Estate
Travel and Entertainment
Business and Personal Services
Government
Other
Total

Jobs
2,458
357
991
5,887
8,366
3,633
17,374
16,152
20,365
55,494
1,540
3,424
136,041

Wages
$78,019,900
$27,968,400
$65,804,300
$455,433,900
$760,829,500
$353,532,700
$654,963,600
$1,065,807,000
$641,387,500
$3,510,777,200
$148,502,100
$141,702,900
$7,904,729,000

Output
$329,085,000
$202,336,000
$220,714,400
$3,308,983,900
$2,936,578,100
$1,250,200,400
$1,669,618,300
$6,446,122,000
$1,682,585,000
$6,468,947,800
$388,217,100
$235,721,500
$25,139,109,500

The induced impact includes all purchases made as a
result of wages paid by both direct and supplier parts
of the foodservice packaging industry.

Creating Outputs
Outputs from the economic impact report summarizing
effects, reports, tables, etc.

Getting the Most Out of Your Investment
How to Use the Data

Communications

Communications
•

Your firm is an important part of your local economy
– you provide good jobs, pay taxes, and give people
the opportunity to earn a wage as suppliers.

•

But the story of your firm and your operations can be
captured and manipulated by anti-industry activists
including environmentalists, NIMBY residents, or
even real estate developers.

•

You can tell the story of your firm to local media,
politicians, regulators and potential allies.

Economic Development Efforts
•

Most states and many localities provide different types of
economic development incentives including energy credits,
employment credits and tax abatements.

•

Firms often require special services from local government
including curb cuts, zoning exemptions, or traffic control
measures (like stoplights).

•

Government assistance generally requires that a firm prove
that they can retain or create new jobs.

Government Affairs

Government Affairs
•

The Economic Impact Study was designed for
government affairs uses.

•

Talking points are designed to show your legislator
the importance of the industry as a whole in their
state.

•

This is very useful for plant visits, or when there are
state issues like licensing or regulations.

•

The data allow you to message about the industry
without using your own financial data.

Corporate Planning
Economic Impact Studies Provide a Detailed
Understanding of a Market or Industry:
•
•
•
•

Plant Locations
Customer Industry Locations
Competitor Locations
Output and Taxes per Employee

Grassroots and Ally Development
•

Impact analysis identifies linkages between your
firm, your segment of the industry and over 500
different industries located throughout the country.

•

Help with navigating networking events, Rotary
events, chamber events, etc.

•

Knowing where your allies are can help when there
are public policy or public affairs issues – its always
better to have friends with you.

•

This will also help with supporting
initiatives that are important to
your customers and suppliers.

Questions?

