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POLICY 
TRENDS

Source: https://www.pexels.com/search/videos/canadian%20flag/

• Ongoing activity relating to foodservice 
packaging at all levels of government

• Actions on select single-use plastics 
expected to be the beginning of these 
activities

• Harmonization of efforts “where possible”
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https://www.pexels.com/search/videos/canadian%20flag/


CANADA: CURRENT FEDERAL ACTIVITY
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To achieve Zero Plastic Waste by 2030:

• Continue to implement the national ban on harmful single-use plastics

• Require that all plastic packaging in Canada contain at least 50 per cent recycled 
content by 2030

• Introduce labelling rules that prohibit the use of the chasing-arrows symbol unless 80 per 
cent of Canada’s recycling facilities accept, and have reliable end markets for, these 
products

• Continue to work with provinces and territories to ensure that producers, not taxpayers, 
are responsible for the cost of managing their plastic waste
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https://pm.gc.ca/en/mandate-letters/2021/12/16/minister-environment-and-climate-change-mandate-letter


CANADA: PROPOSED SINGLE-USE ITEM 
PLASTICS PROHIBITION REGULATIONS 
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https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/single-use-plastics-1.5753327

Ongoing review of 
single-use plastic 
items and their 

impacts

One Year 
(following the six 

month coming into 
force)

Prohibitions on the 
use and distribution 
of prohibited SUPs

Six Months
Coming into force 
for manufacture 
and imports of 

prohibited SUPs

Spring 2022
Final Single-Use 

Item Plastics 
Prohibitions 
Regulations

NOTES:
• This timeline reflects the anticipated reduction of the coming into force for manufacture 

and imports from one year to six months
• Exports may also be banned in the final regulations

ANTICIPATED NEXT STEPS

https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/single-use-plastics-1.5753327


2022 PROVINCIAL ACTIVITY

EXTENDED PRODUCER RESPONSIBILITY

Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) is a 
policy approach where:
• producers are given a significant 

responsibility – financial and/or physical – for 
the treatment or disposal of post-consumer 
products (packaging)

• in principle intended provide incentives:
• to prevent wastes at the source, 
• promote product design for the 

environment, and 
• support the achievement of public 

recycling and materials management 
goals

https://www.oecd.org/env/tools-evaluation/extendedproducerresponsibility.htm For FPI Members Only: Not for Distribution

https://www.oecd.org/env/tools-evaluation/extendedproducerresponsibility.htm


2022 
PROVINCIAL 
ACTIVITY

Source: https://midwesternnewspapers.com/ontario-government-proposes-changes-to-blue-box-program

Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR)

For FPI Members Only: Not for Distribution

LEGEND
Existing 
Program

Evolving 
Program

Consulting

https://midwesternnewspapers.com/ontario-government-proposes-changes-to-blue-box-program


2022 
PROVINCIAL 
ACTIVITY

Source: https://midwesternnewspapers.com/ontario-government-proposes-changes-to-blue-box-program / For FPI Members Only: Not for Distribution

https://midwesternnewspapers.com/ontario-government-proposes-changes-to-blue-box-program


U N I T E D  S T A T E S



UNITED STATES: CURRENT FEDERAL ACTIVITY

Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works:

• Recycling and Composting Accountability Act

• Recycling Infrastructure and Accessibility Act
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POLICY 
TRENDS

• Tremendous amount of activity focused on 
foodservice packaging

• In addition to seeing topics individually, they are 
being combined in one proposal

• Resulting in combinations of:
• EPR + PCR + Labeling + Toxics
• Recyclable + Toxic
• EPR + Bans

Source: https://parade.com/1038419/lindsaylowe/american-flag-etiquette/ Source: here

https://parade.com/1038419/lindsaylowe/american-flag-etiquette/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fuplandsoftware.com%2Fkapost%2Fresources%2Fblog%2Fholiday-marketing-drivel%2F&psig=AOvVaw2Hwe6QIwTE3OdGACatDWQW&ust=1651078050098000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=2ahUKEwibm9OWl7L3AhWghHIEHV16ArgQr4kDegUIARCF


~215 proposed pieces 
of legislation relating to 
FSP in 30 states.

2022 
STATE 
ACTIVITY

As of April 29, 2022 For FPI Members Only: Not for Distribution



EPR
20%

Foodservice 
Packaging

48%

Polystyrene
10%

Bags
9%

Green 
Chemistry/PFAS

7%

Recovery
6%

POLICY AREAS

Examples include:
- Product bans / 

restrictions
- PCR
- Labeling

For FPI Members Only: Not for Distribution



EPR
in 16 States, 
including:
• California
• Colorado
• Hawaii
• Illinois
• Maryland
• Minnesota
• New York
• Rhode Island
• Vermont
• Washington

2022 OVERALL 
KEY STATE 
ACTIVITY

POLYSTYRENE
in 12 States, 
including:
• Connecticut 
• Delaware 
• Illinois 
• Rhode Island 

LABELING
in nine States, 
including:
• New Jersey
• Washington 

(compostables)
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PCR
in six States, 
including:
• California 
• New Jersey 
• Rhode Island
• Virginia
• Washington



2022 
STATE 
SESSIONS

As of May 5, 2022 For FPI Members Only: Not for Distribution

In session

Adjourned

Not yet reconvened 
(2022)

* Meets throughout the 
year

LEGEND



2022 CURRENT KEY STATE ACTIVITY

EPR
• California
• Colorado
• Massachusetts
• Minnesota
• New York
• Pennsylvania
• Rhode Island

Polystyrene
• Delaware 
• Rhode Island 

PCR
• California 
• New Jersey 
• Rhode Island
• Virginia

Labeling
• New Jersey
• Washington (compostables) 

(+EPR study)

Source: 
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https://stock.adobe.com/ca/search?as_audience=srp&as_campaign=Freepik&get_facets=1&order=relevance&safe_search=1&as_content=popup&k=recycling&tduid=16bdf9744bd8693f22f1c85e8712e66d&as_channel=affiliate&as_campclass=redirect&as_source=arvato&asset_id=238058405


2022 
STATE 
ACTIVITY
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• Recycling and Plastic Pollution Reduction Act (the 
Ballot Initiative)

• Plastic Pollution Producer Responsibility Act (SB 54)

• Post Consumer Thermoform Recycling (AB 2784)



LOCAL 
LANDSCAPE:
ORDINANCES 

& BYLAWS
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2022 Local Ordinances and Bylaws

Bans
Delay
Mandates
Upon-Request



QUESTIONS / COMMENTS
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C O N T A C T  
I N F O R M A T I O N

CAROL PATTERSON
cpatterson@fpi.org
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